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TUTR: Novus Summary 
 
There is a need for a series of classes that introduce newcomers to the SCA. The traditional 
model of 4-hour lecture classes is impractical and overwhelming for both newcomers and 
instructors. Students need brief introductions to the various aspects of the SCA in a format that 
allows them to process information, learn where and how to seek further information, and to 
ultimately lead them to the resources to further their own interests. 
 
The courses that make up the Novus diplomas outlined below provide students with the 
opportunity to explore both the basics and the nuances of playing in the SCA. Designed 
primarily for newcomers, the Novus diplomas ensure students will touch on the full range of 
possible experiences within the SCA. These courses can also act as refreshers for other 
members, possibly providing them with introductions into aspects of the SCA that they have yet 
to explore. 
 
We decided to develop a two-tier system, whereby the first level (NOVUS I) provides students 
with six generalised one-hour taster sessions, giving them a broad view of the skills, 
information, and opportunities that will help them in the SCA. Students who complete all six 
courses will have the tools they need to understand and enjoy events, and to explore the things 
that inspire them within the SCA. Instructors will be provided with basic outlines to encourage 
consistency across the Principality. 
 
The second level (NOVUS II), allows students to customise their studies to a degree, while still 
introducing them to a core set of required courses. NOVUS II courses will be two hours long and 
will focus on topics in more detail. This will ensure that students have been exposed to key skills 
and concepts, while allowing them a certain level of self-determination. We hope that this 
encourages them to be engaged with their own path through the program and that it leads 
students to pursue more in-depth courses within the TUTR system. Instructors will be provided 
with basic outlines to encourage consistency across the Principality. 
 
The list of courses for NOVUS I (Introduction to the SCA)  is: 

1. Basic clothing: What can I wear? 
2. Keeping busy: What to do in the SCA 
3. Chivalry and Etiquette: How to behave in the SCA 
4. Events: Surviving and thriving 
5. SCA structure: How does the SCA work? 
6. Identity crisis: What is a persona? 

 
* Titles are all working titles. Input welcomed. 
** The NOVUS I courses are all required  for completion of the NOVUS I diploma. 
*** Courses can be completed in any order 
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The list of courses for NOVUS II (Next steps in the SCA)  is: 
Part A - Core Courses  (All courses in this section are required for the NOVUS II diploma) 

1. Introduction to Medieval Clothing (AKA Garb) 
2. Introduction to Heraldry and Heraldic display 
3. Introduction to Medieval Food and Feasting  
4. History of SCA Terminology: The Stuff They Don’t Tell You At Your First Event  
5. Next steps in Persona development  
6. Introduction to SCA Camping  

 
Part B - Martial arts  (Pick a minimum of ONE from this section) 

1. Introduction to Heavily Armoured Combat (Heavy fighting) 
2. Introduction to Lightly Armoured Combat (Rapier, Cut & Thrust) 
3. Introduction to Archery 

 
Part C - Entertainment  (Pick a minimum of ONE from this section) 

1. Introduction to Bardic Arts  
2. Introduction to Medieval Games  
3. Introduction to Medieval Dance 

 
 
* Titles are all working titles. Input welcomed. 
** The NOVUS II Part A courses are all required  for completion of the NOVUS II diploma. A 
minimum of one course from each of Part B and C are also required. This diploma consists of 8 
courses/16 hours. 
*** Courses can be completed in any order. 
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